Preliminary Project Schedule 


¢ Started Development of Environmental Level Options: November 2008 
¢ Started Public Outreach: March 2009 

¢ Filed ENF: June 1, 2009 

- Develop Alternatives: May - June 2009 

- Evaluate Environmental Consequences: June - December 2009 

¢ File Draft EIR/EA: May 2010 

¢ Public Comment Period: Summer 2010 

¢ File Final EIR/EA: November 2010 

e Federal/State Environmental Approval: Winter 2011 

e Advertise Contract: April 2012 


Key Contacts 


To submit comments or request more information, please contact: 

Frank A. Tramontozzi, P.E., Chief Engineer 

Attn: Shoukry A. Elnahal, P.E., Director of Accelerated Bridge Program 
Massachusetts Highway Department 

10 Park Plaza 

Boston, MA 02116 

Tel: 617-973-7800 


lo be added to the project US Mail and email distribution database, please contact: 
Kate Barrett 

Regina Villa Associates 

51 Franklin Street, Suite 400 

Boston, MA 02110 

Tel: 617-357-5772 ext.12 or 

Email: kbarrett@reginavilla.com 


Newburyport/Amesbury/Salisbury 


Project Scope 

The Whittier Bridge/I-95 Improvement Project involves as its centerpiece the replacement 
of the John Greenleaf Whittier Memorial Bridge over the Merrimack River, the widening 
from 6 to 8 lanes of the I-95 corridor for a portion of the corridor from just north of Exit 
57 in Newburyport to just north of the |-495 entrance ramp in Salisbury. It also includes 
the replacement or reconstruction of four adjacent bridges along I-95 in Amesbury and 
Newburyport. The Whittier Bridge/I-95 Improvement Project is the most significant 


project to be undertaken 

by MassHighway under the 
Commonwealth's $3 billion 
Accelerated Bridge Program. 
When completed, the 
project will provide addi- 
tional I-95 lane capacity and 
replacement/rehabilitation 
of several structures includ- 
ing the Whittier Bridge over 
the Merrimack River. It will 
replace a structurally deficient bridge and improve overall safety with the addition of one 
travel lane and a full breakdown shoulder in each direction. The scope of work for this 
assignment consists of preliminary design services, specifically bridge type study reports, 
sketch plans, and necessary data for the Environmental Notification Form (ENF), Environ- 
mental Assessment (EA), Environmental Impact Report (EIR), and environmental permits, 
leading to the development of construction documents and a Request for Proposal (RFP) 
package for design build services. 





Project Background 

I-95 over the Merrimack River (Whittier Bridge) between Newburyport and Amesbury is 
the centerpiece of this project. The existing seven-span structure built in 1954 is support- 
ed by three continuous trusses, with a through arch central span and deck truss approach 
spans on each side. To the ee as ——s 
south, there are two deck = 
truss spans and, within both 
hollow abutments, there are 
two continuous reinforced 
concrete tee beam spans. 
The existing bridge is among 
some 500+ “structurally 
deficient and functionally 
obsolete” bridges in Mas- 
sachusetts. The project has 
been planned for several years and, like other deficient bridges, awaiting funding for 

the design of a replacement and/or reconstruction. That wait ended with the Common- 
wealth’s $3 billion Accelerated Bridge Program, which provides the necessary funding and 
momentum to get the project moving forward. 
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Project View to the North from Exit 57 View of Whittier Bridge Looking West 


The first phase of the Whittier Bridge/I-95 Improvement Project is to develop feasible options for the major elements of the Project and 
to evaluate each of these options to determine the ones that are the most optimal for implementation. The option development and 
evaluation performed will be formalized in both a State (MEPA) and Federal (NEPA) process with the development of a Draft and Final 
Environmental Impact Report (State) and Environmental Assessment (Federal). These documents will identify beneficial and adverse 
effects associated with each option both during construction and in the long term. The NEPA/MEPA documents will result in a project 
development process which considers engineering feasibility, environmental impacts, economic viability, permittability and public 
acceptance. 
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Project View to the North from Exit 58 
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The process includes an evaluation of alternatives and their impacts, including the elements listed below. The data and recommendations 
will be included in the combined DEIR/EA for public review and comment. 


-Land Use 

e Traffic 

¢ Air Quality 

¢ Water Quality 

¢ Natural Drainage Impacts 

¢ Floodplain and Floodway Impacts 


¢ Historical and Archeological Resources 

¢ Construction Impacts 

¢ Coordination with Other Major Projects in Proximity 
¢ Community Development Plans in the Area 

¢ Right-of-Way/Relocation 

¢ Safety 

¢- Navigation 


¢ Noise 

¢ Runoff/Stormwater 

¢ Wetland Resource Areas 
¢ Wildlife Habitat 

¢ Hazardous Waste 

¢ Access 


